














































































































































Update on CIHTS documentary workshop and documentary film on CIHTS  

17 June 2020 

Ronny Novick & Rebecca Novick 

Documentary workshop 

From 4th to 16th March 2020, Ronny Novick and Rebecca Novick taught a documentary film training 
workshop to 3 groups consisting of 3-4 CIHTS students per group with the help of 3 training 
assistants from the multi-media department. The students learned how to identify the parts of a 
camera, technical settings and how to set up/strip down and use a video camera together with audio 
gathering techniques and troubleshooting. The 3 groups of 3-4 students learned the art of the 
interview, watched interview documentaries with discussion of technique, and conducted interviews 
with one another and exchanged roles between interviewer, interviewee and camera/sound 
operator. They learned the various stages of making a film. They learned script writing basics and 
how to create maintain a production schedule as well as how to manage inter-group role 
assignments. They learned the difference between A-roll and B-roll and how to use the respective 
footage to tell a story and the art of narrative storytelling. They learned camera moves, image 
stabilization, creative camera techniques, lighting, and ambient sound. They watched a number of 
important documentary films followed by discussions on the film making techniques and narrative 
approaches.  

Each group filmed and edited short montages of the university campus as their first assignment and 
presented them to the whole group for critical review. The groups learned basic editing techniques 
including uploading footage, folder management, importing to premiere, organizing clips with bind, 
arranging editing panels and basic timeline editing and common transitions with group and one-on-
one training. The student attendance was affected by fears around the coronavirus and exam 
preparations, however, the attendance increased during the practical sessions and especially once 
the students had begun their own projects.  

The groups brainstormed their concepts for a 6-minute documentary with the workshop assistants 
and presented their ideas to the group for feedback and further development. Group 1 decided to 
make a documentary ‘Taste of Varanasi’ on the most famous chai shop in Sarnath. Group 2 decided 
to make their documentary on the mess management at CIHTS, and Group 3 decided to make theirs 
on the Fine Arts program at CIHTS. Before the workshop had to cease its activities due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, Group 1 had filmed all of their footage; Group 2 had filmed an interview with the VC 
and Group 3 had filmed an interview with the Fine Arts teacher. Group 1 had made some good 
progress in editing of their footage. Unfortunately, from March 16th the workshop was unable to 
continue due to the safety regulations imposed on campus due to the Covid-19 situation. However, 
the students are now prepared enough to initiate their own projects and, if the Media Dept. could 
provide occasional assistance, interested students can continue to develop their pre and post 
production skills.  

Documentary film on CIHTS 

A draft version of the documentary film about CIHTS was shown to the VC who gave his feedback. 
The documentary was then adjusted to take account of this feedback and a second draft was 
produced in March 2020. There was no possibility to continue to work on the project due to the 
coronavirus lockdown. In May, the VC gave his feedback on the second draft version and work 
resumed on the project the week of June 15, 2020 once the Media Dept. staff had resumed working 
shifts. The final version of the documentary will be completed by the first week of July 2020 as long 
as the Media Dept. staff are available.  


